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Listing of Claims 



1. \ (previously presented) A method of transmitting an 
informatiok transfer request from a client data terminal, which is 
coupled to ^ local area network, to a called data terminal which is 
coupled to sa\d local area network and a public switched telephone 
network, said mWhod comprising: 

collecting Ynformation sets of communication capabilities of a 
plurality of differyent data terminals on said local area network at an 
arbitrary time on Wid client data terminal, said different data 
terminals being coupTed to said local area network and said public 
switched telephone network and including said called data terminal; 

storing said information sets of communication capabilities into 
a memory; 

generating on said \client data terminal facsimile image 
information by reference to None of said stored information sets of 
communication capabilities perVaining to said called data terminal; 

creating on said client data terminal an information transfer 
request for requesting transmission of said facsimile image information 
to an arbitrary facsimile machine ^connected to said public switched 
t e 1 ephone network ; 

sending said information transfeir request from said client data 
terminal to a communications controller\ and 

transmitting said information transfer request from said 
communications controller to said called kata terminal through said 
local area network upon a completion of said sending step. 



2. (original) The method of Claim 1, wh^erein said information 
transfer request includes a telephone numbeA of said arbitrary 
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f acsimileXmachine, said facsimile image information to be transmitted, 
property information of said facsimile image information, and 
identification information identifying said called data terminal, 

3. (original) The method of Claim 2, wherein each of said 
information setsNpf communication capabilities of said different data 
terminals collectW in the collecting step includes information 
identifying at leastXa connection for specifying one of said registered 
different data terminals, an image resolution, a recording sheet size, 
encoding/decoding functions . 

-5" \ 

4. (original) The\ method of Claim 2, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

judging whether said facsimile image information to be 
transmitted has been encoded using an encoding function which is lower 
grade than said encoding/decoding functions of said stored information 
set; and \ 

converting said facsimile image information to be 
transmitted using said encoding/decqding functions registered in said 
memory during said storing step wheA a result of said judging step 
determines that said facsimile image iriformation to be transmitted is 
lower grade . \ 

5. (original) The method of \ Claim 1, wherein said 
communications controller has a default condition in which said 
communications controller is normally concMtioned to send the 
information transfer request to a specific data, terminal from among 
said different data terminals in said memory, and Van be released from 
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said defaulit condition and be set to a different data terminal when 
said client \data terminal specifies another called data terminal to 
send said information transfer request. 

6. (origiVial) A client data terminal which is coupled to a 
local area network, comprising: 

a first commWications device that generates facsimile image 
information by refer^ence to information of communication capabilities 
of a called data terminal to which said first communications device 
requests to send such mcsimile image information and then performs a 
standard facsimile communications operation with respect to an 
information transfer request for requesting a transmission of said 
facsimile image inf ormationX to an arbitrary facsimile machine connected 
to a public switched telephone network, said called data terminal being 
one of a plurality of different data terminals coupled to said local 
area network and said public switched telephone network; 

a memory; and \ 

a second communications device that performs at an arbitrary time 
the standard communications operation with at least one of said 
plurality of different data terminals to receive information sets of 
communication capabilities of said at\ least one of said plurality of 
different data terminals and stores sucm information into said memory, 
that performs the standard facsimile communications operation with said 
first communications device to send from said memory one of said 
information sets of communication capabilities which pertain to said 
called data terminal, and that performs \ the standard facsimile 
communications operation with said first communications device to 
receive said information transfer request, and that performs the 
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standard facsimile communications operation, using said information 
transfer request received from said first communications device, with 
said calledX data terminal through said local area network after 
completing the standard facsimile communications operation with said 
first communications device, said second communications device being 
operatively connected to said first communications device and to said 
plurality of different data terminals via said local area network. 

7. (original) \The client data terminal of Claim 6, wherein said 
second communications device controls said standard facsimile 
communications operation with said first communications device to 
perform throughout a plurality of facsimile communications steps which 
are defined as phases A \hrough to E in accordance with a Group 3 
facsimile communications procedure . 

8. (original) The clierit data terminal of Claim 6, wherein said 
information transfer request iincludes a telephone number of said 
arbitrary facsimile machine, sai\i facsimile image information to be 
transmitted, property information of said facsimile image information, 
and identification information idenoifying said called data terminal. 

9. (original) The client data teVminal of Claim 6, wherein each 
of said information sets ' of communication capabilities of said 
different data terminals sent from said f inst communications device to 
said second communications device includes \nformation identifying at 
least a connection for specifying one of said registered different data 
terminals, an image resolution, a recording sheet size, 
encoding/decoding functions . \ 
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10. (briginal) The client data terminal of Claim 6, wherein 
said second cammunications device can convert said information transfer 
request sent Vfrom said first communications device, using said 
encoding/decoding functions registered in said memory as the 
information of communication capabilities of said called data terminal, 
when an encoding fVnction used by said first communications device for 
conversion of said \informat ion transfer request is lower grade than 
said registered encoaing/decoding functions. ^ 

11. (original) vThe client data terminal of Claim S, wherein 
said first communications^ device has a default condition, in which said 
first communications devYce is normally conditioned to send the 
information transfer reques^t to a specific data terminal from among 
said different data terminaliB registered in said memory, and can be 
released from said default condition and be set to another different 
data terminal when said first communications device specifies another 
called data terminal. \ 

12. (original) A client datai terminal which is coupled to a 
local area network, comprising: \ 

first communications means for\ generating facsimile image 
information by reference to information ®f communication capabilities 
of a called data terminal to which said fiirst communications device 
requests to send such facsimile image information and then performs a 
standard facsimile communications operation with respect to an 
information transfer request for requesting a transmission of said 
facsimile image information to an arbitrary facsmiile machine connected 
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to a publia switched telephone network, said called data terminal being 
one of a plurality of different data terminals coupled to said local 
area network\and said public switched telephone network; 
memory means ; and 

second communications means for performing at an arbitrary time 
the standard communications operation with at least one of said 
plurality of different data terminals to receive information sets of 
communication capamlities of said at least one of said plurality of 
different data termiVials and stores such information into said memory 
means, performing the\ standard facsimile communications operation with 
said first communications means to send from said memory means one of 
said information sets of communication capabilities which pertain to 
said called data terminal, and performing the standard facsimile 
communications operationX with said first communications means to 
receive said information transfer request, and performing the standard 
facsimile communications operation, using said information transfer 
request received from said fiAst communications means, with said called 
data terminal through said local area network after completing the 
standard facsimile communications operation with said first 
communications means, said ^cond communications means being 
operatively connected to said firSst communications means and to said 
plurality of different data terminals via said local area network. 

13. (original) The client dat^ terminal of Claim 12, wherein 
said second communications means controls said standard facsimile 
communications operation with said firait communications means to 
perform throughout a plurality of facsimileX communications steps which 
are defined as phases A through to E in aacordance with a Group 3 
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f acsimileXcommunications procedure . 

14. (original) ' The client data terminal of Claim 12, wherein 
said information transfer request includes a telephone number of said 
arbitrary facsimile machine, said facsimile image information to be 
transmitted, property information of said facsimile image information, 
and identification information identifying said called data terminal. 

15. (original)\ The client data terminal of Claim 12, wherein 
each of said informati^on sets of communication capabilities of said 
different data terminals sent from said first communications means to 
said second communications means includes information identifying at 
least a connection for specifying one of said registered different data 
terminals, an image resolution, a recording sheet size, 
encoding/decoding functions . \ 

16. (original) The client data terminal of Claim 12, wherein 
said second communications means lean convert said information transfer 
request sent from said first communications means, using said 
encoding/decoding functions registered in said memory means as the 
information of communication capabilities of said called data terminal, 
when an encoding function used by saia first communications means for 
conversion of said information transfer request is lower grade than 
said registered encoding/decoding functions. 

17. (original) The client data terminal of Claim 12, wherein 
said first communications means has a default Ncondition, in which said 
first communications means is normally conaitioned to send the 
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inf orm^^tion transfer request to a specific data terminal from among 
said different data terminals registered in said memory means, and can 
be released\f rom said default condition and be set to another different 
data terminal\when said first communications means specifies another 
called data terminal . 



18. (new) Thk method of claim 1, wherein said one of said 
information sets of communication capabilities pertaining to the called 
data terminal is used to generate the facsimile image information in a 
format acceptable to the calred data terminal. 



19. (new) The client data\terrainal of claim 6, wherein said 
information of communication capabilisties of the called data terminal 
is used to generate the facsimile im^ge information in a format 
acceptable to the called data terminal. 



20. (new) The client data terminal of >claim 12, wherein said 
information of communication capabilities of theN^alled data terminal 
is used to generate the facsimile image information in a format 
acceptable to the called data terminal . 



